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Moreton Rivers
Presbytery
Newsletter

encouraging and equipping God’s people for God’s mission

WELCOME
Welcome to our fortnightly newsletter. It’s full of what’s
happening around the Moreton Rivers Presbytery and
beyond.
To sign up to the newsletter register your details at:
office@moretonriverspresbytery.org.au

KEEPING IN TOUCH:
Like us on Facebook
Moreton Rivers Presbytery website
email the office
Uniting Church in Australia (Qld Synod) Website

15th November
2017
WHAT’S on:
22 November
Presbytery Meeting,
North Lakes UC

25 November
MSM - Caloundra
30 November
SMC training –
Highgate Hill
7 December
EEC Meeting

12 December
Pastoral Relations
Committee Meeting
12 December
Standing Committee
Meeting

Office phone number: +61 7 3366 0236

SUBMIT AN ENTRY FOR THE NEWSLETTER
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PRESBYTERY NEWS:
Prayer and Pastoral Concerns
Please pray for Albany Creek Uniting Church, for Rev Harlee Cooper and the congregation as they seek to
minister to those in their community.
Please pray for Chaplains who are working in aged care facilities, for their ministry to residents and their
families and staff.

Induction Service – Brenton Prigge
Sunday 19th November 2017, 2.00 pm Chermside Kedron Community Church,
590 Gympie Rd, Chermside
All are welcome to attend with Afternoon Tea afterwards.

Service of Dedication to the North Lakes Uniting Church Chapel
Sunday 19th November 2017, 9.30 am – 10.30 am, 2 College Street, Northlakes
All are welcome to attend, with Morning Tea afterwards.

Safe Ministry with Children Annual Audit for 2017 – Outstanding documents
We are still waiting on some congregations to submit their copy of Church Council minute adopting the Safe
Ministry with Children Policy and a copy of their congregation Register of Workers. Please email these
documents to Kathy Wright at office@moretonriverspresbytery.org.au urgently as Synod deadline for these
documents was end of September. We appreciate your assistance.

Nominations for Presbytery Resourcing Committee Members
The Resourcing Committee is currently looking for members!
If you could like to nominate to be part of the Resourcing Committee please click here

MRP COMMITTEE MEETINGS:
22 November
7 December
12 December
29 January

Presbytery Meeting: North Lakes Uniting Church
Educating and Equipping Committee Meeting
Pastoral Relations Committee Meeting (morning)
Standing Committee Meeting (afternoon)
Resourcing Committee Meeting

Next Newsletter: Wednesday 29 November 2017
Submissions due: Monday 27th November 2017
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MISSION EDUCATION NEWS:
Nominations for Educating and Equipping Committee Members
The EEC is currently looking for members!
If you could like to nominate to be part of the EEC please click here.

Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry & Interim Ministry Courses 2018
Registrations now open!
Moreton Rivers Presbytery offers internationally accredited training in transitional ministry and intentional
interim ministry. Our training is backed by the US-based Interim Ministry Network:
https://imnedu.org/
“Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry: The Work of the Leader” (FTML) is a three-day program designed
to give participants an introduction to the key concepts and practices of ministering with congregations and
agencies in times of transition. (Isn’t that all of them nowadays?)
While FTML is a stand-alone program, it is also the first stage of training that leads to being qualified as an
Intentional Interim Minister. Thus, it is useful in itself for anyone in lay or ordained ministry, and also for those
exploring whether they are called to Intentional Interim Ministry.
“Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry: The Work of the Congregation” (FTMC)
For people in ministry wishing to go beyond FTML, Moreton Rivers Presbytery with partners in other Synods
conducts specialist IIM training in three stages:
Stage 1: FTML (see above)
Stage 2: A five-day program, “Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry: The Work of the
Congregation” (FTMC) for people who satisfy entry requirements to train as IIM specialists.
Stage 3: A supervised project, which may be taken for academic credit, by negotiation.
An application and a recommendation from your presbytery, diocese or equivalent are essential to undertake
stages 2 and 3.
For all information and online registration click here

2018 Learning for Living Courses
Registration now open!
For more information and registration click here

2018 First Aid Training
Registration now open!
For all information and registration click here
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MISSION EDUCATION NEWS: Continued
Greek Geek Group: For preachers who want to work from the Greek text
A lot of people have done a little bit of Greek and would like to use it more. If that’s you, Greek Geeks meet
monthly to look at Greek Gospel and Epistle passages coming up in the lectionary, with a focus on
interpretation for preaching. We also explore tools for using the Greek we have for ministry and encourage
one another to use our Greek more.
Next passage on 21 November: Mark 13:24-37 the conclusion to “The Destruction of the Temple” and “The
Lesson of the Fig Tree / The Unknown Hour” (lectionary for Sunday, 3 December, Advent 1)
Where:
Café Manna, ground floor at Synod
When:
10.30 am to 12 noon
Tuesday 21 November (final meeting for 2017)
For more information and to RSVP, please contact Rob McFarlane:
edofficer@moretonriverspresbytery.org.au or 3366 0236

Mission Shaped Ministry
You are invited to share a learning journey in a supportive community to be equipped for a lifetime of good
practice and learning in growing fresh expressions of church. Whether you want to start a new fresh
expression of church, or find a missional edge for your congregation, mission shaped
ministry will encourage, equip and inspire.




Saturday 25 November, 9.00 am – 4 pm: MSM—Discipleship & Spirituality in
Missional Communities
We will also hear and reflect on the story of the BELLS community, three years
after its founding as A Fresh Expression: http://www.bells.org.au/
Caloundra Uniting Church Hall, 56c Queen Street, Caloundra

For more information and online registration click here.
For further information please contact Jill Bow: adminsupport@moretonriverspresbytery.org.au

End of year: A time of ministry transitions
As the end of the year draws closer many ministers will be moving in the new year or are seeking to move.
Entering a new placement is major time of transition. Here is a simple article on “transplant shock” with
some things to think about now or down the track:
https://www.vanderbloemen.com/blog/how-to-avoid-transplant-shock-in-ministry

Continuing Education for Ministry (CEM) e-lists
People in ministry are often looking for learning opportunities focussed around their own needs and priorities
for ministry. Rob McFarlane runs e-lists focussed on 36 different areas of ministry. Sign up for one, some or
all, using the form on this link. Rob is also keen to receive suggestions about events, courses and resources
that he can promote on his lists.
https://www.moretonriverspresbytery.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Continuing-education-e-list-signup1.pdf
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MISSION EDUCATION NEWS: Continued
Check out ACTIVATE
Trinity College Queensland’s exiting new gap-year program. The program will allow school leavers, new
grads and the “vocationally confused” to complete a very practically-based Diploma of Ministry offering
purposeful learning and spiritual growth in a genuinely enjoyable context of vibrant Christian community. In
addition to academic study, participants will also complete a barista qualification, do a mental health first aid
course, learn to cook for crowds, go on an overseas mission trip, service in local programs for disadvantaged
people and so much more.
For the first year only (2018), all program costs will be included in the cost of the academic program, all of
which can be covered using fee-help ! So, yes, the whole program can be enjoyed for a $0 upfront cost.
Options are also available to audit the academic component of the course.
Please join us in promoting the program within and around Queensland churches. If you know any young
people who might be interested, you can direct them to: www.activate.trinity.qld.edu.au or search
activatetrinity on Facebook.
If you require any further information on 0417703728 or simon.gomersall@trinity.qld.ed.au. Simon is also
available to come and promote the program personally in any contexts relevant to your responsibilities.

2018 Mission Education Date Claimers
Here are some dates for your 2018 diaries to help you be equipped for mission, ministry and service. Details
to follow:
 Thursday, 22 February: Learning for Living “Exploring the OT” commences at Ashgrove (10 Thursday
evenings)
 Saturday, 3 March: Worship & Preaching Day
 Monday 5 to Wednesday to Wednesday 7 March: The Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry (The Work of
the Leader) – intro course
 Saturday 7th April : Sacraments Training Day, equipping Lay Presiders TBC
 Monday 8 to Friday 27 April: Study Tour to Jordan and Israel (Tour full – talk to Rob McFarlane about
going on the waiting list)
 Thursday 24 to Saturday 26 May: National Pioneer Ministers gathering (for people leading Fresh
Expressions of church)
 Saturdays 2 June, 7 July and 4 August: Learning for Living “Talking about God (1): Faith & Reason,
Creation & Trinity” at North Lakes
 Monday 25 to Friday 29 June: The Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry (The Work of the Congregation)
– advanced Intentional Interim Ministry course
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MISSION EDUCATION NEWS: Continued
National Church Life Survey Results for Moreton Rivers Presbytery:
Following the release of your summary profile and result to local churches, I am pleased to release the full
Church Life Profile of the 2016 National Church Life Survey for the Uniting Church Presbytery of Moreton
Rivers. Please use this link to access your Church Life Profile for the Uniting Church Presbytery of Moreton
Rivers: http://www.2016ncls.org.au/profile-number/select-profile?pn=N4Z9YT
To view the full profile, click on “View Our Church Life Profile – available now”.
After it has loaded you can save the profile by clicking on Download – profile as pdf.
The full Church Life Profile contents will include a summary as well as more detail:







Summary Profile: the summary of results about the people, what they value and prioritise,
their gifts and skills, how they relate to God, each other, and the wider community, as well as
vision, innovation and leadership culture.
The People of this Church: Demographics, patterns of attendance, involvement in church life.
Church Vitality – Core Qualities of Church Life: A detailed look at each of the nine core
qualities that shape church vitality.
Church Survey Results (for churches who ran the Child Survey): Experiences and thoughts
about church life and faith from children aged 8 to 14 years.’
Denominational Survey Results (for those who commissioned extra survey questions):
Responses to questions commissioned by your denomination.

These results can be shared with others by directing them to: http://www.2016ncls.org.au/profile-number
and providing the profile number: N4Z9YT.
If you have any queries about your results please contact us at info@ncls.org.au or (02 9701 4479). We would
welcome the opportunity to discuss your results with you at an appropriate time.
Thank you for your partnership in serving God’s church.

Daily Devotionals from Albany Creek
Harlee Cooper and Albany Creek UC have developed a wonderful new program of daily devotionals based
around the Narrative Lectionary. These are locally written and thus relational and relevant as they encourage
us to deepen our spiritual practices. You are welcome to subscribe to receive a daily email with a reading,
reflection and prayer. The link to subscribe is: http://eepurl.com/cYHQlr

Pioneer Ministry in new housing areas
Here is a great resource for people seeking to develop ministry and communities in new housing areas. This is
an issue of "ANVIL: Journal of theology and mission" devoted to this topic:
https://churchmissionsociety.org/anvil-journal-theology-and-mission

Scroll down to the next section: Youth and Children News
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN NEWS:
Youth Combine Break Up Event for 2017
Friday 24th November 2017, 6.45 pm – 9.45 pm
Chermside Kedron Community Church, 590 Gympie Rd, Chermside.
$10 entry fee
*Bring a towel or spare clothes for the EPIC WATER FIGHT afterwards!
For RSVP contact: Lysani Pallay on Ph: 0428607068 or email lpallay8@gmail.com
By Friday 17 November 2017.

Safe Ministry with Children Training
Thursday 30th November,6.00 pm – 9.00 pm
Park Tongan Uniting Church, 21 Hampstead Rd, Highgate Hill
For all information and online registration click here.

Scroll down to the next section: Community Notices
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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COMMUNITY NOTICES:
Part-time project manager for the Redcliffe Uniting Church Hub
For more information click here

Night Church, The Gap Uniting Church, 1050 Waterworks Road, The Gap
Launches Sunday October 29 at 6.00 pm
A new generation of church for youth and young adults. Night church is a welcoming, fresh, interactive and
open environment for older youth and young adults to connect with each other and God.
It is a worship space that explores faith in ways that are challenging and relevant to life.
For more information: www.thegapnc.com

Church and Community Development Entrepreneur
If you have a heart for finding a place for the church in a huge new residential development on the outskirts of
Brisbane, the South Moreton Presbytery of the Uniting Church in Australia would love to hear from you. We
are seeking a suitably experienced and qualified Social Planning /Community Development Facilitator for the
Yarrabilba residential development 20km south of Logan Central. This development will eventually provide
approximately 20,000 dwellings to house a population of up to 50,000 people.
The successful applicant will be tasked with positioning the Uniting Church for effective missional
engagement with the Yarrabilba community through the provision of educational facilities, community
service and congregational life.
Contact Michele Cochrane smpres@gmail.com or call 07 3807 7421 for a copy of the Position Description and
further information. This position is readvertised. Applications close 24 November 2017.

Managing STRESS
Wednesday 22nd November, 6.00pm
Faith Work’s, 177 Bennetts Rd, Norman Park
Faith Works Uniting Community will host the third presentation in its community Speaker’s Program on

November 22 with a talk by respected neuroscientist, researcher and University lecturer Dr Nick Lavidis. In
his talk – Managing Stress - Nick, from the University of Queensland’s School of Biomedical Sciences, will
discuss the causes and effects of stress on the central nervous system as well as outlining some simple and
very natural ways to reduce those negative impacts. The talk, to be held at Faith Works’ Norman Park
campus (177 Bennetts Rd), will start at 6:00pm. So if you would like to find out more about stress and how to
deal with it, please come along. Entry is by gold coin donation with all proceeds going to the Wesley
Mission’s Youth, Health and Education Service. You can register now on Eventbrite or via our Facebook page.
For more information see flyer
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COMMUNITY NOTICES: Continued
“Sing It Yourself Messiah”
Sunday 26th November 2017, Albert Street Uniting Church, Brisbane
We invite you and your friends to join us from 4.30pm (Church doors open at 4pm) for rehearsals followed by
a light supper at 6.20pm (cost $5) and then the performance commencing at 7pm (doors open at 6.30pm).
There will be scores made available to those who do not possess their own copy. Cost is $10 for singers, the
performance is free to watch! Jason Barry-Smith will again be our conductor, with our Music Director, Greg
Hartay-Szabo, on the organ. Our soloists are: Judith Molnar (soprano), Melissa Jane Gregor (alto), Bernard
Wheaton (tenor), Shaun Brown (bass), Ashley Moor (trumpet).
The Church will be open from 6.30pm for your friends and family to watch the performance.
For further information please call 3031 3030 or email: albertstreet@wmq.org.au or
Facebook: http://tinyurl.com/yauk5au6

Head of Fundraising Communications (0.6 FTE negotiable)
UnitingWorld is the globally focused overseas partnerships agency of the Uniting Church in Australia. Our
mission is to support our partner churches to develop local leadership capacity and fight poverty and
injustice. Our work focusses on poverty alleviation, gender equality, climate justice and disaster
preparedness and leadership development. Our people are change makers, smart and resourceful. We
commit to hard work and healthy rest, caring for ourselves and each other with compassion.
UnitingWorld has a strong supporter base within the UCA, from an older demographic. UnitingWorld is
pursuing strategies to engage and inspire new generations of supporters through multi-channel marketing
and communications.
We are seeking an experienced Fundraising and Communications Manager to be accountable for the
leadership, strategic development and management of the Agency’s fundraising, communications and
marketing campaigns. The position is responsible for all aspects of traditional and digital communication
channels.
To succeed in this role, you will have a solid understanding of not-for-profit sector fundraising and have the
expertise to do a thorough review of the current campaign strategy and resourcing. In this role, you will
develop and implement initiatives that best positions UnitingWorld for the future. As a leader of a small
team, you will organise and manage the team on a day to day basis, and grow a culture of collaboration and
excellence. As an exeperienced communications professional, you will have established professional
relationships with suppliers and contractors.
Work Location and Hours:
UnitingWorld Head Office, Level 10, 222 Pitt Street, Sydney. Hours are flexible.
Remuneration:
Negotiable. As per Employee Contract/Letter of Offer.
Instructions for Applicants:
You must obtain a copy of the Position Description and address the selection criteria in your application. To
apply, send a completed Application Cover Sheet, CV and cover letter (addressing the selection criteria) to
EA@unitingworld.org.au.

Page 9

Issue #23

Moreton Rivers Presbytery NEWSLETTER

COMMUNITY NOTICES: Continued
Applications close Friday 1st December, 2017
Note: Only candidates short-listed for an interview will be contacted. If you have not been contacted within
two weeks of the closing date, unfortunately your application has not been successful.
Pre-employment Clearances:
Prior to an offer of employment, preferred candidates will be required to complete checks that include two
(2) references, a National Criminal History Check and a Working with Children Check. Evidence will be
required of the right to work in Australia. Enquiries in relation to the position can be made to Zoe Carrigan on
02 8267 4278.

Joy to the World Christmas Carols
Sunday 3rd December, 2.00 pm, St Lukes Hamilton, Cnr Jackson & Oxford St,
Hamilton
St Luke’s Hamilton in association with the North East Brisbane Inter Church Council invites you to join them
in singing carols for Advent and Christmas.
For more information see flyer or www.hamiltonucaqld.org or contact Paul Bennett on 0402 465 597.

Day of Quiet – Practical Spirituality
Wednesday 6th December
Before the busyness of Christmas, prepare your heart: begin Advent in holy stillness and guided reflection.
The Day of Quiet will be led by The Reverend Greg March who is an experienced leader in spiritual direction
and served as the coordinator for the Australian Network for Spiritual Direction. His background is in
Franciscan and Ignation spiritualities and brings an interest in creation spirituality to his leadership.
Cost will be $25 for 1 person, $40 for 2 people, $50 for 3 people, and will include a delicious summer lunch. For
more information, or to register your interest, email spiritualitycentre@mruca.org.au or phone 3358 6945
see flyer

Merthyr Rd New Farm – Christmas Carols
Saturday 17th December 2107, 6:30pm
Merthyr Road Uniting Church, in conjunction with the Metropolitan Community Church, are once again
hosting the annual Christmas Carol Extravaganza. This is a community event filled with fun, entertainment,
carol singing and supper. The carols will be held in our courtyard on Sunday evening 17th December from
6:30pm. Contact Debbie at the Merthyr Rd church office on 3358 6945.
see flyer
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COMMUNITY NOTICES: Continued
Carols Singalong
20th December 2017, Morning Tea 9.45 am, Emmanuel Uniting Church,
92 Laurel St , Enoggera
Donation to Bible Society. Come and sing some of the favourites, invite a friend, everyone is welcome! For
more information: Website: www. emmanueluca.org.au or phone Rev Paddi Mullan on 3355 2162 or email:
office@emmanueluca.org.au .

Discoveries Camp “Over the Moat – Drawbridge to the King”
(For Children in grades 3-7 in 2017)
7th January – 12th January 2018, Glengarry Education Centre
Atkinson ‘s Dam, Lockyer Valley
For all information and registration see flyer

Workshop for Worship Song-Writers
Friday 26th January – Sunday 28th January 2018, Indooroopilly Uniting Church
Songwriter 2018, the third national workshop for worship song-writers in the Uniting Church, is being held at
Indooroopilly UC, Brisbane, over the Australia Day long weekend, 26-28 January 2018. The previous two
events (Canberra and Adelaide) drew song-writers, young and old, from across Australia for a wonderful
weekend of learning, writing, recording and worship singing. Keynote speaker for 2018 is Tanya Riches
(composer of “Jesus, what a beautiful name”), a Hillsong pastor from Sydney with a deep experience of crosscultural and First Peoples music.
Online registrations at $150 will be available soon. For further details visit
https://ucasongwrite.wordpress.com/

St Andrew’s War Memorial Hospital 60th Anniversary 2018
Officially opened in May 1958, St Andrew’s War Memorial Hospital at Spring Hill will mark its 60th
anniversary next year. The largest of only three War Memorial Hospitals in Australia, and the only one in
Queensland, St Andrew’s was established when the Presbyterian Church sought a fitting memorial to those
who had served in the first and second world wars.
Perhaps you or your parents were involved on committees or in raising funds for the hospital; you may have
completed your nursing or medical training here; you may have photos or other memorabilia from the past
that you would like to contribute, or you may have worked here previously. Please let us know also if you
would like to be informed of upcoming events.
For more information or to submit your stories please contact lisa.aitken@uchealth.com.au

If you wish to submit an entry to the newsletter please scroll back to the top page and
click on the ‘submit an entry to the Newsletter’ link. Final submission dates are
always 2 days before the next newsletter.
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